
TIMELINE – PATENTS – TYPICAL PROVISIONAL & PCT TO NATIONAL PHASE ENTRY

Pre-filing 
R&D and 
Optional 
Prior Art 

Searching

Provisional/Priority 
Filing

PCT Filing 
deadline

End PCT process
30/31 Month National Phase Entry 

deadline to individual countries/regions

12 mths

18/19 mths

30/31 mths overall

Automatic prior art search 
and PCT search report

Specification published
@18mths 

with search report

6 mths

Progress in individual countries/regions
Renewals commence in some countries/regions

Examination and grant processes
No formal examination or 

publication during provisional 
period

Provides unpublished 
(confidential) application with 

a recognised priority date
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